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ties to do it juſtice. A fear of leſſening his merit 
in the eſteem of the public, made me refuſe t« 


queſt of my worthy Brother in the Miniſtry, whi 
performed that labour of love, much to my ſati 
faction, all things conſidered, I ſhall add to his, 


Chriſt. His memory is dear to many thouſands 


vour that comes well authenticated. Thoſe wh 
know me, will not doubt my veracity, and ghaxit 
will incline thoſe who do not, to believe the beſt 


and I promiſe to write HER but what know x 6 
be true. : "8 f 


have had time to collect and arrange mate fol 


- Kketch of thoſe leading virtues, which were ſo un 


formly exemplified in the conduct of thus truly 
great man. | 1 


2 


UCH is the Character of the Reverend M 
Welley, that, it would require his own abill 


preach his funeral Sermon. However, at the re 


farther account of this eminent ſervant of ſeſi 


who, will gladly receive any teſtimony in his 


I am not going to write Mr. Welley's. Hiſtory 
This will be done by ſome of his Friends, when they 


ſuch a work. My chief deſign is to give a thou} 


I judge i it neceflary to do this withaot aelay, b. e 
cauſe (though many Encomiums have been given 
bim! in a the ne n yet, ) ſeveral falſhoods have 
bee 


2 F 
e 


e 


been circulated, reſpecting that part of his cha- 
zRer, which, of all others, is the moſt blameleſs; 

amely, his having left great ſums of money to his 
Friends. This is not to be wondered at: for, many 
rears ago he was accufed of laying up riches : His 
income was calculated, and no Biſhop in England 
was 1 to have ſuch a revenue! It is true, this 
s done by perſons totally ignorant of him and 
concerns. Nevertheleſs, as the belief of ſuch a 
ert might hinder his ufefulneſs, he thought pro- 


fon and Religion,” he clears himſelf from this ſlan- 
gerous accuſation in the ſtrongeſt terms. He de- 
clares, that if he left ten pounds behind him, after 


Wief and a robber. Now, the queſtion is, has he left 
fer pounds behind him, when his debts are paid? In con- 


adn view, which will clearly and fully determine it: 


greatly increaſed. And when he repeated the above 


gad. The Library 1 in his Study is very ſmall ; and 
us to remain where it is, for the uſe of the Preachers 
who may at any time be ſtatiened in London. 


What the Stock of Books is worth, I do not ex- 
ly know: But there are two things to be obſerv- 


per to reply to it. In his Appeal to men of Rea- 


his debts were paid, the world might call him a 


þdering this queſtion, a circumſtance muſt be kept 
chat i is, his ſtock of Books on Sale, has of late years, 
declaration in public, which I have heard him do 


any times, he added, © Except my Books.” Theſe 
etc the only property, w worthy of note, that he 


ed 19 3 it: DANY Firſt, chere is a Debt of ſe- 5 
5 venteen 


(Ig 

| dessen hundred pounds to be paid out of it, to ch 
widow of the late Rev. Charles Weſley, which ha 
been owing many years, and for which Mr. Jol 
Weſley paid intereſt. Secondly, whatever remains | 
the flock, in equity, belongs to the Body of the Preacher 
eſpecially thoſe of them that have travelled man 
years ; though Mr. Weſley had a legal right to di 
poſe of it. They have ſold the Books througho 
Great Britain and Ireland, ſome of them witho 
reaping the leaſt advantage, and all the reſt for le 
than one half of the common allowance to Bog 
ſellers. And they did this becauſe they knew he ſavs 
* none , the money; but employed it in doing good 
| Hence it is eafy to prove, that the preſent Stocl 
: when the Debt is deducted, has been more than earns 
by the Preachers. Mr. Weſley knew this, and: 
cordingly has left it (except three Legacies whid 
| | . muſt be paid out of it, amounting in all to £ 14 
| to the General Fund of the Methodi/t Conference 
* wards carrying on the work of GOD. All the Printin 


Inſtruments are left, (as they ought to be) won 1 
Books, to the Conference. 


| The Houſe iſe he lived in when in London, was, 1 
ae as much mine, or any other Preacher 
hen ſtationed there, as it was his. The Furnitul 
as well as the Houſe; and all the Houſes and Fu 
niture, in London and every where elſe, belong 
the Connection at large; ; and are committed to thi 
care of Truſtees i in each place, for the uſe of th 
L | e Freacl 91 
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* * 
breachers for the time being, who never er ſtay more 
han three years ſucceſſively in one Circuit. 


Mr. r. Welley's other perſonal ects were very irif- 
lng. Till lately, he kept very few clothes by him. 
| myſelf have been conſtrained by my own feelings, 
d ſpeak to ſome Friends to clothe him, he has been 
b bare; and fo have other Preachers to my know- 
edge. His Gowns, Caſſocks, and Bands were moſt- 
y given to him; and he has left them for the uſe 
bf the Clergymen who officiate at the New Chapel. 
Within a few years paſt, his wearing apparet has 
mcreaſed ; by particular Friends making him pre- 
Ents of ach. things as they thought he wanted, 
but would not buy for himſelf. . After all, ſome 
df the Preachers, and moſt Miniſters” in England 

have more clothes than he had at his death. And 
the London Aſſiſtant is appointed to divide them 
Among thoſe four of the Ir epung Preachers that want 


* . FFV 


He was always very dbackw ard to Tay out ery 
Boney on his own account. He could not bear to 
ee. the poor in want, if he could poſſibly relieve 
them. He ſold the very Pictures off the walls, and 
even. Movrniug-Rings, which had. been left him, | 
ko get money for them. When it became neceſſary 
for bim to travel in a Chaiſe, bis particular Friends 
defrayed all the Expence of it, by voluntary Sub- 
fcriptions.. He has left the Chaiſe and Horſes to two 
Gentlemen, in truft, to be ſold and the money to 


pe divided among a number of poor people in Lon- 
1 | don. 


e 
don. His Watch he has left to Mr. Bradford, te 
whoſe care he owed, under GOD, his very lt 
many times: and to whom the Methodiſt Conneg 
tion is under great obligations: He has ſerved i 


many years with zeal and fidelity, from the mo 
diſintereſted motives. May GOD reward him! 


Neal Eftete Mr. Weſley had none. Many year 
ago he was enabled, ns, a Charitable Donation, td 
build the School at Kingſwood, for the benefit © 
the Sons df the Travelling Preachers: and it hay 
hitherto been {upported by public Collections 
Whatever right or title he had to this, or any thing 
an it, or belonging to it, he conveyed by a regulat 

deed, dated the 2 5th of February, 1786, to three 


of the Preachers, in truſt, for the reſt, to be em 
4 as uſual; | 


| 80 much for Mr. Weſley? s temporal Affairs Now 
Jet any man of Reaſon and Religion, taking 
things into the account, judge whether he has nok 
kept his word. Conſider the Propriety the Preach 
ers have in the Stock of Books, and the heav 
Debt it is ſubject to, and in the ſtricteſt ſenſe tha 
his words will bear, he has not left ten pounds b 
hind him! And 1 aſk with amazement, conſider 
ing the thouſands of pounds that paſſed through his 
hands, moſt of which he might have faved, what 
man, in ſuch a ſituation, could have acted, fro 
firſt to laſt, better than he did? For more than 
fifty years, his labours in the Miniſtry have aſtod 

__ the world: And to the cloſe of his life, 0 | 
cou 


* 0 


c ld boldly dere, without fearing 1 to be . 
jonted— | 3 | 


e The things 8 I purſue, = 
% A happineſs beyond the view _ 
Of thoſe who baſely pant 
4 For things by nature felt and ſeen; ? 
„ Their honours, wealth, and pleaſures mean, 
] neither have nor want.” 


i can 8 refrain from exclai ming— 


| O for a clap of thunder, as loud 
; As to be heard throughout the univerſe, _ 
10 tell the world the fact, and to applaud ils 


bay feelings have carried me forward, further than 
intended. I meant to give an account of Mr. 
Weſley's property, when I came to peak of his cha- 
tics; but I ſhall leave it where it is; and proceed, | 
a the account of his character. | 


bro form a Great Man, chere muſt be great powers, 
kxerted in an uncommon manner, producing extra- 
drdinary effects. Education draws forth theſe pow: 
rs, and moſtly determines their application. Some. 
hoſe abilities have only been great in ane particular. 
| ay, haye nevertheleſs been famous, by their talents 
deing happily ſuited to their ſtation, and the part 
they had to act. Had their ſituation been changed, 
they would have ſunk into obſcurity. Others, have 
poſleſſed 25 eure parts, that they would have 

Shone 


* 


| 8 
Shone in any ſphere of action. Such was Mr. Weſles 
He had ſtrong intellectual powers; a mind compr 
henſive and vigorous in all its faculties; 2 penetrats 
ing judgment, a capacious and retentive memory, 4 
lively imagination, and a ſublime genius. He wad 
Educated from his very infancy in the various brang 
ches of literature, which were neceſſary to form the 
ſcholar and the gentleman; and he pyrſyed, through 
the whole of his life, the attainment of ſtill highes 
degrees of ſuch accompliſhments, as generally excit 
eſteem and admiratian. So that had Divine Provis 
dence placed him in any other rank in life, I have 
no doubt but he would have excelled. Had he beet 
| _ to the bar, or the ſenate, his extenſive knows 
ledge and powerful eloquence, would have ſignalizet 
him among the greateſt ſtateſmen and orators, Hy 
was fond of hiſtory and philoſophy, His publication 
are ſufficient proofs of his abilities as a writer. Hg 
had a fine taſte for poetry; and campoſed himſelf 
many of our hymns; but he told me; that he ane 
his brother agreed, not to diſtinguiſh. their hymn 
from each other's, He frequently choſe to expre 
his thoughts, either in conyerſation or preaching, if 
verſe, and even in rbyme. It would be no unplealing 

| taſk to me, (if my plan would have admitted it) tt 
infert in this place, what I think would be pleaſing 
to many; namely, hundreds of lines on various fab 
jects, which he uſed to repeat; but this mult be let 
to his hiſtorian. Some hare thought him, in preact 
ing,. too poetical, becauſe he often uſed bold and 
5 figurative expreflions. He conſidered words as poor 
il Are 


4 


| . 10 ) 
1 pictures of our thoughts. Lremember in con- 
terfation with him once on this very head, he told 
Pc, that he heard his father ſay, One certain proof 
'2 man's having little real genius, was his being 
lifficult and nice in chooling his words.” Mr. Weſ- 
never appeared greater in my eſteem, than when 
he vaſt conceptions of his towering ſoul ſeemed to 
eggar all the extravagance of hyperbole. Yet he knew 
how. © to contain the fury of his fancy within the 
bounds of reaſon.” He was no Enthuſiaſt, He was 
ot a random Preacher. I recolle& his bringing a 
public charge, in our Conference, againſt a Preacher, 
pr preaching, in the /?rict ſenſe of the word, extempore, 
lat is, without premeditation. In his notes on the 


baſſage: © Through this whole diſcourſe, we cannot 


E poſſibly be conceived. Every paragraph, every 
E ſentence is cloſely connected both with that which 
E-precedes and that which follows it. And is not 
E this 'the pattern for every Chriſtian Preacher? If 
* any then are able to follow it, without premedi- 


| without it. No rhapſody, no incoherency, whe, 
ther the things ſpoken be true or falſe, comes of 


his particular. 18 


No man living more firmly believed in, ot hott 
ed to a Divine Influence, than he did. And if ever 


\ 8 
0 1 . I and is 


, 


New Teſtament, he has the following remarkable. 


© but obſerve, the moſt exact method which can 


tation, well; : If not, let them not dare to preach. 


the ſpirit of Chriſt,” Mat. v. 10. I with. all thoſe 
who talk of ſaying in public, © what God gives them, 
as their phraſe is) would attend to Mr, Welley in 


1 


man was inſpired: of GOD, in dellvering the ſacr&d 
truths of Chriſtianity, he was. I have ſeen hit 
when his holy Soul has been elevated with heavenly 
joy; and drawn out by ſupernatural aſſiſtance, to 
great degree of devout ardour. But this did n 
ſo much reſpect what he ſaid, as what he felt, and hi 
manner of ſaying it; his matter was taken from tii⸗ 
-Oracles of GOD. He was different from biwſel 
at different times. But this was, when nature wr 
almoſt exhauſted, either with preaching too ny 
in a day, or when he had been Unavoidably eng 
ed in company or buſineſs, till it was time to dete 
But even then he had not his ſubject to ſeek; fo 

as he conſtantly preached out of ſome part 5 thi 
Scriptures for the day, as appointed in the Prayer | 
Book; and as he read theſe, commonly the "fir 
thing he did in the morning, he then fixed ups! 
the texts he intended to preach on through the day 
which were frequently four. I was always. ſorry, 
when I knew he was to preach ſo often; becapſe, i 


general, one or two of his ſermons i be far be 
*neath what he could have made them, had hg 


[preached but twice. But when he ſhone leaſt, wha 
2 Gentleman in Edinburgh ſaid, (who had hears 
him at an unfavourable time) was always true, 


lt was not a maſterly fermon, yet none but a, mabe 
could have preached it.” As as Orator he was 


perfect model to every chriſtian miniſter; His Gel 
tures were graceful and harmonious. His Stile wat 
delicately chaſte : Vet he has ſaid in a letter no 
before me, * As for ne, I never think of 1 Stift 


OR af 
' 14 8 * . 
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l all, but juſt ſet down the words that come firſt. 
Daly when I tranſcribe any thing for the Preſs, then 
think it my duty to. ſee that every phraſe be clear, 
dure, proper and eaſy. ; Conciſeneſs (which is now as 
were natural to me, ) brings quantum Sufficit of © 
rength. In this account, there is every property 
Aa good Stile, and ſuch was his at all times. In- 
Need, all the graces of rhetoric, uniting in the hap- 
weſt combination, both in his Action and Utte- 
Pee. rendered him one of the moſt finiſhed Spea- 
s that ever adorned a Pulpit. He was always 
rate without being i, and clear without ever 
deing tedious : There was an ea famplicity in his 
hole deportment, but nothing wean or childiſh: 
In his pathetic energy there was no rant or wild ire: 
5 Yor was be ever popoli, Ae e e 
ne, FSi 


He was a great reader from his very youth. Hens 
us mind was richly ſtored with vaſt treaſures of 
bſcful and entertaining knowledge. He had an al- 
moſt inexhauſlible fund of ſtories and anecdotes, 
adapted to all kinds of people, and to every occur- 
rence in life. Theſe he related with a propriety pe- 

euliar to himſelf. Few men had a greater ſhare of 
Vivacity, when in company with thoſe he loved, eſ- 
pecially on his journies. If the weather, or the 
roads happened to be diſagreeable; or if any little 
accident befel any of his Fellow, travellers, without 
their being hurt, with what inimitable turns of 
Wit, would he ſtrive to keep up their ſpirits; feel- 
ing himſelf Happy 1 in 5 to pleaſe; ſo 
chat 


fulneſs and Affability: and the opinion I then formed 
ment. From ſeeing him only in the Pulpit, ang 
but how agreeably was I diſappointed, when, with 
_ a pleaſant ſmile, he took me familiarly by the hand 
and ſaid, Beware of the fear of man; and be ſur 
you ſpeak flat and plain in preaching.” It is nat 
never {aw him low ſpirited in my life; nor could he 


{peaking of any who imagined religion would mak 
people moroſe or gloomy, I have heard him fay ir 


In his anſwer to a Letter I had written to him, (i 
Chriſtian Spirit. Every Believer ovgbt to enjoy life," 
He never ſuffered himſelf to be carried away by ex 


treme grief. I heard him fay, © I dare no more 


which ſo fully and conſtantly poſſeſſed his ſoul 


influences to the large Circles of his Friends, whe 


( 213 ) 
that it was almoſt impoſlible to be dull or diffatisfi« 
ed in his company. The firſt time I ever was in 


troduced to him, I was greatly ſtruck with his Chear 
of him on this head, I never altered to this mg 


conlidering his exalted Ration in the Church ol 
Chriſt, I ſuppoſed he was very reſerved and auſtere 


eaſy to expreſs the good effect this advice had or 
my mind at that time: It was a word in ſeaſon. 


endure to be with a melancholy perſon. 'Whe 


the pulpit, © That /our gadiineſs is the devil's religion. 


a time of ftrong temptation) he has theſe, words 
That melancholy turn is directly oppoſite te 


fret than curſe and ſwear.” That placid ſerenity 


ſhone with ineffable ſweetneſs through his expreb 
ſive Countenance; and communicated its benign 


F _  croudee 


+ 


Zhi TE hg w— 


benefit of his converſation. On wied e he 
Eindly condeſcended to a familiar equality, and con- 
Cealed the great Philoſopher and Divine in the ſo- 
cial Companion. He was a truly well-bred man. 
Had be lived in a Court all his days, his addreſs 
ould not have been more eaſy and polite : Yet he 
ould be quite content amongſt the moſt homely 
Tradeſmen or Peaſants, and ſuit his diſcourſe to 
the meaneſt capacity. His courtefy to every one 
was very engaging ; eſpecially to young people. I 
thaye heard him repeatedly ſay, 1 reverence a 
young man, becauſe he may be uſeful when 1 am in 
the duſt!” He was very fond of Children, though 
the never had any of his on. Hundreds of theſe 
will remember with pleaſure, perhaps, with profit, 
the notice he took of them, Little things often 
(diſcover our real ſentiments, more than things of 
importance. When he ſtooped to unbend his mind 
with Children, he found an artleſs 1 1nnocence, and a 
diſintereſted love, which ſweetly correſponded with 
the generous feelings of his own heart. Our Sa- 
viour viewed them in this light, when he faid, 
Of ſuch is the kingdom of heaven.” What a ta- 
cit ſlur is this Tous all the _ deſigns of human 
art! N 0 3 | 

He 1 an iupiitible nchen to but and 
juſtice. His abhorrence of Diflimulation is ſuffici- 
© ently manifeſted in his Sermon on the Character of 
Nathanael. From that ſermon alone, it is eaſy to 


conclude, 


8 


by that Charity, which believeth all things. This 


his credulity, and impoſed upon his good nature. 


ſion of what ought to be upon all occaſions ; conſe- 


nn 


e in what light he viewed every ſpecies of 
deception. And as he uſed no guile himſelf, neig 
ther did he ſuſpect it in others. He was governed 


ſometimes laid him open to the crafty deſigns off 
inſinuating Paraſites, who took the advantage off 


And if ever he acted wrong, it was chiefly owing} 
to the miſplaced confidence he had in ſuch. It was? 
not eaſy to make him allow, that any one had pur- 
poſely deceived him, And when convinced by facts, 
he endeavoured to cover the fault, and as far as 
poſſible, to excuſe the offender, This is a OY 
gviſhing characteriſtic of a liberal ſoul: and is 

ſufficient reaſon why great and holy men are ſo fra 


quently expoſed to impoſition, They walk 1 in the 
integrity of their own hearts. 


« / And oft though wiſdom wake, ſuſpicion ſleeps 


« At wiſdom's gate, and to ſimplicity - 


= Reſigns her charge, white goodneſs thinks no ill, 
20 Where no ill ſeems,” 


5 | 
In tirgiviig'! injuries, he evidenced to all who knew! 


him, how much he lived under the power of Di- 


vine Love. Though he was often critically ſituats 
ed, having to deal with men of different principles, 
and oppoſite intereſts; and though he had natural 
ly a keen ſenſe of honour, and a quick apprehen- 


e muſt have been ſeverely tried in his tem- 
* per; 


1 01 5 TY 


er; ; ee if e ever he Kappaath to drop 2 
farm expreſſion, however great the provocation 
bight be, he was humbled into the duſt in a mo- 
Bent, and would never reſt till the party concerned 
i reconciled to him. And as he was ever ready 
jo b forges” a crime, ſo he was to forget it. He roſe fu- 
berior to the timid caution of little minds, that can 
lever make a friend of one whom they have bad 
Eauſc to n : = 


He held it ace, 2 f 
A . 66. To reſt miſtruſtful, where a noble heart 
- * Hath pawn'd an open hand in ſign of love.“ | 


Were! it proper, I could. produce many inftances, 
hat are freſh in my memory, in which his love to 
4 enemies was truly akoniſhing, 


He did nat love to reprove any one, not even 
the meaneft Domeſtic. This was the more ſurpri- 
ing, becauſe no man was ever better qualified to 


Ftrical; when he thought it the moſt proper me- 
thod, to expoſe the ridiculous ſingularity of 2 
pedant, or chaſtiſe the ſupercilious airs of a cox- 
comb. But though I have known him ſucceſsful in 
this way; yet he conſidered it as meddling with 
edge. tools, and gave very little countenance to it, 
either in himſelf or others. He did not love 3 
Trifler: Any thing like religious buffoonery he ab- 
horred: Above all, any lightneſs in the pulpit was 
* an 


reprove in every form. He could be poignantly ſa- 


| 55 deſiſt, f by taking ſuch violent colds. Should thi 


E 
an abomination to him. He conſidered the variow! 
ills of life, and the awfulneſs of death, with that dee 
attention which they deſerve. The torments © 
hell and the fufferings of the Son of GOD, he fe 
forth in fuch an earneſt and ſerious manner, 4 
greatly affected both himſelf and his hearers. 
entered into the ſpirit of his lubject, and felt wt 
he faid. I have ſeen his lips quiver, and the tea 
run down his cheeks, when with the moſt mori 
language, he has been entreating his congregation t 
live for eternity. His power of perſuaſion was \ 
great; eſpecially when engaged in behalf of th 

Poor. Hence frequent applications were made tt 
im, to preach Charity Sermans, in many of th. 
Churches in London. This was a ſubje& that ex 
actly ſuited his own benevolent difpofition. Th 
Poor hy very near his heart. Of this he gave th 
moſt unequivocal demonſtration through the whol 
courſe of his life. He not only preached Sermqu 
in their behalf, but contrived by various other mg 
thods to raiſe contributions for them. I mytel 
have gone with him from houſe to houſe, both £ 
our own people, and others, that were well diſpoſed 
to beg money to buy Bread, Coals and Cloathing 

for the poor in London. And that not when th 
weather was warm and dry; but in the depth < 0 
winter, when the melted ſnow has in many place 
been over our ſhoes, ſo that I have been forced t 


a fall inta the hands of any of thoſe to _— 
appliec 


C 
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hey have ſeen him rejoicing at his ſucceſs, in this 
pour of chriſtian love. O! ye Widows and Or- 


ankſgiving to be heard in your Garrets and Cel- 
irs! Who now fhall lift up the hands that hang 
own, and confirm the feeble knees? He whoſe 
owels yearned over you with tender compaſiiyn—. 


lay GOD raiſe you up many- to ſupply his place! 
Mr. Welley' s diligence to ſerve the poor by theſe 
dethods, was not to fave his own money. He gave 
he could, which was no inconſiderable ſum. In 
ie year 1781, I travelled with him through ſeve- 
al Circuits ; by which means, I had an opportuni- 
y of knowing how his accounts ſtood: And I know 


ponference, 1780, to the Leeds Conference, 1781, 
n private Charities,above fourteen hundred pounds! 


ike before or ſince; but becauſe I know he did it then, 
Je told me himſelf in London, in the year 1787, 
that he never gave away out of his own pocket, 
eſs than a thouſand pounds a year. To enable him 
o do this, he had firſt, the profits of the Books, 
which the Preachers fold : (except ten per cent, 

Which ſome of them tagk, for about 18 years paſt.) 


{ 


* ed, I doubt not, but it will cauſe them to drop 2 
ar, by bringing to their remembrance, the times 


hans! ye aged and infirm ! witneſs, how often he. 
as baniſhed care and ſorrow, from your dreary ha, 
Itations; and cauſed the voice of gladneſs and 


our amiable, benevolent Benefactor is no more! 


Pat he gave away within the year, from the Briſtol 


do not mention that year, as if he never did the 


This 


6 
This proves, (let him have died worth what 
may) that all he had, in ſtrict juſtice, belonged to t 
Body of the Preachers. „ Theſe kept themſelves low, t. 
put it into his power fo be thus liberal, becauſe they 
loved him : But for them, he could not have don 
it. He had, ſecondly, from London and Briſtol, oj 
an average, about 1 5ol. per annum, by private ſub 
ſcriptions. Thirdly, the Society in London gay 
him Thirty Pounds a year; which was all the fixed 
ſtipend he had. Fourthly, Every year almoſt ther 
were Legacies left him. Fifthly, as he went h 
journeys, the Friends in each large Society wher 
he preached, generally gave him a few pounds whel 
he was going away. Thus literally having nothing 
he poſſeſſed all things; and though poor, he mad 
many rich. His manner of beſtowing his Charit 
was truly pleaſing: He never relieved poor peop 
in the ſtreet, but he either took off, or moved hi 
| hat to them when they thanked him. And in pri 
. 8] vate, he took care not to hurt the moſt refine 8 
1 feelings of thoſe he aſſiſted. ; 8 


He was ever attentive to a Particular Providence 
i His Works at large, eſpecially his Journals, furnif 

many. proofs of this. He took GOD into his at 
count in every thing. He was not aſhamed to pr: 
concerning any thing that he took in hand. Thi 
Was wine Scripturally. WET: | 


He never comparatively ſpeakin g. ſulkered muc 


_ woolly pain; at lealh, not long together; - though hi 
| - © cenſtitutio 


| ( 20 ) 

ooftitution was exceedingly delicate. This he fre- 
qzently mentions in his journals. When he was 
aghty-one years old, he wrote thus of hiniſelf: 1 
ind myſelf juſt as ſtrong to labour, and as fit for 


go. I do not impute this to fecond cauſes, but to 
de ſovereign Lord of all.” At the fame time, he 
ever neglected ſecond cauſer. He was as temperate 
any Chriſtian need to be, in meat, drink and /leep. 

He was remarkably clean in every thing: His 
gothes, his ſtudy and his books, were not only free 
om dirt; but they were kept in the moſt exa& 
drder. He often ſaid, © Cleanlineſs is next to God- 
a This neatneſs in every thing, contributes 
zore to health than people in general imagine: 
And regularity prevents uneaſineſs of mind, which 
s more hurtful to the body than many are aware 
But though he would not ſuffer any thing flo- 
yenly about him; he had an utter averſion to * 


thing gaudy. . 


Nothing co FF diſpleaſe him more than wot of 
Exactneſs in any that he had to do with. He was 
gular in every thing; and particularly punctual 
Ro his appointments. He was very obſerving 
wherever he went; and thought nothing beneath 
his notice, in which he could improve, either him- 


U 


che houſe, or give leſs trouble to ſervants. 


In the 1 of his time he excelled all 1 


. ever 


ny exerciſe of body or mind, as 1 was forty years . 


elf or others: Yet no one could be more quiet in 


5 
{ 


| 
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ever We He Sk che advice which he gave 
the Preachers : © Never be unemployed a moments 
Never be triflingly employed. Never while away 
tine.” But though he was always diligent, he ne⸗ 
ver ſeemed in a hurry. He moſtly wrote ſtandings! 

- and to look at, he was a very ſlow writer. Yet, by 
his cloſe application, and unremitting  perſeveranceg 
what volumes has he produced! He added to his 
induſtry, an amazing patience of fatigue. Where 
almoſt any one elſe would have failed, his active, ene 
terpriſing ſpirit enabled him, unweariedly to PET | 


his purpoſe 'till he ſucceeded. 


As an Engliſhman, Mr. Welle: was irge: to 0 bis 

King and Country. As a Miniſter, he loved the 

e ſtſtabliſhed Church. His ſentiments on theſe ſubjects 
| are printed; and I muſt refer to his works. His 
religious opinions you have ſeen in the firſt part off 

this pamphlet. In theſe, he ſteadily lived and dieds! 

But he was no Bigot. His Sermon on a Catholic! 

i „ | Spiiit, publiſhed many years ago; and an article (in 
1 a late number of the Magazine) called, A new! 
Phenomenon,” ſhew his Candour, and the liberali- 

ty of his mind. I mention theſe two, becauſe ſos 

many years paſſad betwixt the times of their being 
publiſhed. Whoever reads his various tracts, will 

find the moſt. determined adherence to the princi - 


ples of univerſal W from his beginning $0 
his death, 


His modeſty, prevented his 4150 much of his 
4 | own! 


( 22 ) 2b 
dn 8 In public he very ſeldom, hardly | 
yer, ſpoke of the ſtate of his own ſoul. Some- 
imes he indirectly mentioned a conſciencious re- 
d for ſundry things; and that his Conſcience 
Gould not let him do the oppoſites. But ſtill he 
lid not, when ſpeaking of Doctrines, produce him- 
elf as an Evidence. He knew, that, © The truth of 
a Doctrine, and the rectitude of a Character, had 
no neceſſary connection. Yet he was fufficiently 

explicit among his Friends. He told me, when with 
him in Yorkſhire, in the year 1781, that © His Ex- 


perience might almoſt any Gs be found in the 
proving lines 


4 O Thou who cameſt 3 above! 
„Ihe pure celeſtial fire to imp 
Kindle a flame of ſacred love, 
On the mean altar of my heart! 
There let it for thy glory burn, 
„With inextinguiſhable blaze, | 
„And trembling to its ſource return, 
ein humble love, and fervent praiſe.” 


> A ul that in general, could expreſs its feelings in 

{theſe verſes, could not but be va And that he 

thought ſo himſelf, is plain to me; for he often would | 
Kop, when we were writing together, and looking 
"up wich a pleafant countenance, would ay— 5 


LoRD, how happy is the heart, 
After thee while it aſpires! gy Bags 


8 
l 

—_— v9 
WW 
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He would add ſame text of ſcripture, or a ſhort; 


began, 


I thought it right, as a Son, to ſay ſomething of my 
Father in the Goſpel. And very few of his Sons 
have had greater opportunities of being thoroughly 
' acquainted with him, during the laſt feyenteen 

years, I have ſlept with him hundreds of . —. 
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ſentence from ſome favourite author, and then pur- 
ſue his buſineſs. In the year 1783, L heard him ſay 


in Leeds Chapel, (when preaching on, I will tale 


the cup of Salvation, and call upon the name of the 
LORD.) That, after all his travelling in the ſervice of 


60, and all his preaching and praying, he faw 


nothing to depend upon, but, GOD be merciful to 


me a ſinner!” The ſame I heard him repeat at Shef-. 
_ field, laſt ſummer. This to me, was very ſatisfac- 


tory: and his latter end well agreed with ſuch a ha- 


dit of living. I could here indulge a melancholy 


pleaſure in expatiating on his Humility, his Love, 
his Communion with GOD, and all the Graces of 
the Holy Spirit which he ſo fully poſſeſſed ; but 1 
have already exceeded the bounds I had ſet, when! 


Should any one object to ſo ſhort an accaunt of 


8 him being publiſhed: I anſwer ; a ſhort account is 


better than none: (and I have ſeen none yet, ſave 


that about his death, and what has. been in the Newſ- 


papers.) Beſides, hundreds can buy this account, 
who cannot buy a larger; and ſhort as it is, it con- 
tains the great out- lines of his Portrait. In fine, 
I had not time to publiſh a large Volume; though 


a) 


F have travelled with him thouſands of miles —1 
lived in what he reckoned, more immediately, his 
own Famlly, in London and Briſtol, five years to- 
gether: I have converſed freely with him on a va- 
Fiety of ſubjects :—I knew his Opinions, his Diſpo- 
fition, and the very ſecrets of his heart. Had he 
not diſcovered that he was Man by a few inſtances 


(been in danger of Idolatry. His Life ſhewed to 
what a degree of greatneſs man may be raiſed: and 
bis Death ſhews, that the glory of Virtue alone is 

ſolid and eternal. The pomp and pageantry of 
[ Kate, —wealth, and titles of dominion, have contri- 
puted to gain ſome the name of Great. Theſe would 


have been uſeleſs appendages to him.—He was 


great in himſelf, great in the Energy and Powers of 


his own Mind, great in the ſuperiority and ſove- 


reignty of his Soul over moſt other men! 


In this imperfe& memorial, I have endeavoured to 
Mew my love to this venerable Saint, now none can 
ſuſpect me of flattery; but all his worth will not. — 

cannot be known till mortality {ſhall be ſwallowed 
up of life. The Sun cannot be ſeen but by its own 
light: and when it ſhines, all other lights are as 
| darkneſs, compared with its tranſcendent effulgence, 
Mr. Weſley has had his day. He ſhone with diſ- 
tinguiſhed luſtre for many years. He has been a 
means of diſpelling the darkneſs of ignorance and 


e the drooping — of ſuch as were ready 
8 to 


| of human frailty, thoſe who knew him, would have 


error from the minds of thouſands.—He has often 


a k 


- 
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00 periſh, —He has, in the hands of GOD, revived 
genuine piety over this land, and made thouſand 


in the church, rendered him the Delight of bit 


5 of religious Excellence! 


The chief point in md the Death of Mr. Welle 
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fruitful in good works. — But, alas! he is eclipſe 
for a ſeaſon! and his abſence cauſes a darkneſs whic 
is moſt acutely felt! What a ſolemn ſcene preſen 
itſelf to our view! Human nature exalted almol 
beyond human belief: And funk-almoſt below h 
man notice! But he hath left behind him proofs a 
his greatneſs, which will laſt *rill the viſible creation 
ſhall be no more! Whoever reads his works, and 
contemplates his Character, will eaſily allow, tha 
his extraordinary natural powers, improved hy 
liberal education, and employed to their utmoſt ex 
tent in the ſervice of GOD, for the good of mani 
kind, are deſerving of the higheſt praiſe. we dat 
give to a mortal. His diſintereſted love to thi 
poor—His unabating zeal in ſetting forth the Le 
Jeſus Chriſt to. periſhing finners—Flis deep acquait 
tance with divine things, and His amazing laboun 


Friends—the Glory of his Family and the Wonds . 
of the age he lived in! Allow him but the unavoit 
able infirmities of humanity, and he was à rare Ot 
nament to the Britiſh Empire—A ſtriking Patteſ 
to all Chriſtian Miniſters—And a Age 9 


will affect the Methodiſt- Connection, is, the Preach 
ers thereby, loſe their Centre of | Union.“ They cot 
idered themſelves as his Sons in the Goſpel: and 

| | 3 


u direction they freely ſubmitted. But they 
nb ſuch ſubmiſſion to any other man. It is there- 
re impdflible that, there ſhould ever be another 
ng in our Iſrael. But it does not follow, that our 
hon will be deſtroyed. The Preachers never called 
r. Welley Rabbi, in the ſenſe which our LORD 
rbids. They never acknowledged any Head of 

Chriſtian Church, but JESUS CHRIST; and he 
* the ſame yeſterday, and to day, and for ever.“ 
ader his gracious influence, the Preachers are well 
alified to govern themſelves. Their Plan is in 
not only fixed; but. publiſhed, in their Enrolled 
A, and the Minutes of the Conference, It is proba- 
E, they will appoint a Preſident and a general Com- 
tee every year, to act in concert during the Confe- 
ce only, their Office and Power to end with the Con- 
ence, while they are aſſembled, they can divide 
e three Kingdoms into Diſtrict:; (a given number 
Circuits to form a Diſtrict.) They can then chuſe 
Pommittee out of every Diſtrict ; and each Com- 
tee can chuſe its own Preſident for the year; 
tho can convene the Committee in caſe of any buſi. 
els, that cannot be done in a ſingle Circuit. Thus 
Vill be eaſy to preſerve our Union indiſoluble ; and 
perpetuate the ITINERANT PLAN in the GOOD 
LD WAY. That this may be the caſe; and that 
0d may give us a right Spirit, that with a ſingle 
re, we may aim at his Glory in all things, is the 
arneſt Prayer of, , | 
| The Church's Servant for Chriſt's ſake. 


8. BRADBURN. 


3 


25 The following Lines were written ſome years ag 


9 by a Lady, on ſeeing Mr.Wefley's picture.] beliey 
| FL need not apologize for inſerting them here, 


© they contain ſuch a deſcription of his Character, 


5 ſo few words. 

Hail, brighteſt Orator our nation boaſts ! _ * 
Hail, veteran Soldier of the Lord of Hoſts! * a 
Hail, bright Reſemblance! in whoſe nervous li 


20 \ 5 | The Saint ſublime, the finiſhed Chriſtian ſhir 
| 1 Through whom appears to each diſcerning E b 
WED The Depths of Learning, Wiſdom, Pietß: 
All Graces, Human and Divine are there, 3 
* no 5 Soft temper'd by the penſive Mourners Air; 
3 Mild „heavenly Meekneſs, to che World unknoſ 
Unto the loved Diſciple giv'n alone: "EN 0 
A Worth ſo ſingular fince Time began 3 


But One ' ſurpaſe'd, and He was more than Man! 


